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SUBJECT:  Regtonal Certitications Made During the RCRA Subtitle C Sizie Program
Revision Authorization Process / g /
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FROM: Trmoth} 1elds Jr Acting Assistgnt Administrator ,
' : Ottice of ol d Waste and Emergency Response

Steven A. Herman. Assisuant .—\dmin&ratgh « J\
Ortrice o Enrorczment and Compit r:mea :

TO: ~ .- Senjor RCRA Policy Managers. Regions [-X
‘Remonal Counsals. R gions [-X

During last vear’'s RCRA Senior Policy Managers Meeting in Kansas City. there was a
discussion regarding the c2rifications that are made by the Rezions during the State
Authorization Revision process. The result of this discussion was a generai agresment that the

rurications signed by both the Regional Waste Management Division Director and the
‘ ’{ g.onal Counse! were ne longer necassary and should be 2liminated.
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The requirement for these centifications was created oy the Pilot Delesation ot the
©.uthorizaton revision procass '.:“:11 was insututed on March 11, 1991, The ':.\;is:ihg'déi:g::;on
=Pa Dcieg:uon 200 T 138, number 8-7) requires Ragions to consult with Headquarzers
E*"ore reaching a decision 0 revise a State’s authorization. Before the Piic: Delegation. ne .

uthorization revision process ixcluded a Headquarters raview of each Stat2’s application. 2ven
hough the Re sional orfice was in fact the lead reviewer. This Headquartess raview generzils
engthéned th 2 authorization ol
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NS aus. oy greatly limiung Headquarters invoivement in
‘~dividual authorization dezisic=s 8v a0 longer conduciing separate reviews, the Pilot

‘Delegation’s purpose was 0 recuce the overail length or iime ne2ded to compieie the crocess.

A modei cerificazion for the Waste Management Division Directer was atacted o the
: \Je::mc: 20.1day, memo thar provided guidance on regicnal and FHeadouzmzrs roies and on
$3uss of natonal signiricance. The rationale ror regquiring the certificanen.n e Piice

Delegarion was to assure Heacdguarters that issues of national signiricancs = ould fe rused
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Since the Pilot Delegation was initiated. both Headquarters and the Regions believe the
authorization process has run much more smoothly than previously and that the Regions are
doing a good job of authorizing states.- This is supported by the fact that the States” authorization

‘progress has increased dramatically since 1991.- Moreover. Headquarters is confidenr thatas a
~marner of normal practice and policy. Rezions are raising issues of national significaace. Further.

the Office of Regional Counsel is invoived in all authorization reviews. Visits to the Regional
otfices by OSW staff. regular conversations between Regions and Headquarters. anc the monthly
authorization conference calls have confirmed this beliet. Headquarters also believes that the
certitication requirement itselt causes an administrative delay in some cases.

Based on an evaluation ot all these factors. Headquarters believes that the purpose of the
Reaional cenmtifications can be met even i the cemitication is not made. Thus. Headcuarzers is
modirving the Pilot Delegation to delete the Regional certirication requirement. Note however.
that the guidance contained in the Decemper 20. 1991, memorandum regarding issues ot national
“"niﬂc:mc: remains in effect. and Hezucuar’"s continues © expect that these issues wiil be

‘ reised. Of course. authorizations would zave to go through the normal Regional concurrence

provess. including an opportunity by the Otflce of Rezional Counsel to review State
autherization packages and o concur or cfovide comments on tlwag packagas o the Regional
Administrator. ‘

(n a rélated move. Headquarters is pursuing 4 change (o the Delegations Marzai thar will

‘[Ol”"llll\ remove the FEJUII'C'TIC'IK for FL‘ZCGUCLHC'S consultation tor authorizzuon revizion

dev:sions. [tis expected thar this procass will take several months. For turther informaticn on
the revision to the Pilot Delegation or the change to the Deiegations Manual. piease ::il Wavne

Roeze of the Otflce of Soild Waste at 7031 308-86 w) or Charles Openchowsii of the OtTice.of
Cenzral Counsel at 1202y 260-9743,



